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Village  of  Hythe 

(Revised  October  1963) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  13-73-1 1-W6  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  Hythe  is  37  miles  west 
of  Grande  Prairie  on  Highway  No.  2 and  on  the  main  line  of  the  Northern 
Alberta  Railway  Edmonton  to  Dawson  Creek. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,446  feet  Latitude  - 55/20  Longitude  - 119/33 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 54  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 22  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 35  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 10.18  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 70.1  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 17.19  inches. 

(Note  - Section  3 and  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at  Beaverlodge.) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  underlying  the  glacial  drift  at  Hythe  is  of  the  Edmonton 
formation  which  is  Upper  Cretaceous  in  age.  This  horizon  is  a series  of 
sandy  shales  and  loose-to-well  consolidated  sandstone.  Coal  is  mined  from 
this  horizon  in  many  areas. 

6.  SOIL 

Hythe  is  in  the  dark  grey  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter  which  may 
be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can 
usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be  black,  grey  black 
or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic 
matter  and  considerably  greyer  than  in  the  upper  part.  The  total  depth  of  these 
surface  horizons  averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  sub-soils  are  generally 
dark  brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  50  inches. 

Fertility 

These  sqils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  in  the  black  zone.  Leach- 
ing of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nutrients. 
Nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be  deficient. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  and  grasses  in  the 
crop  rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required, 
should  be  practised  for  best  results. 


2 


7.  HISTORY 

Hythe  was  named  after  the  Town  of  Hythe,  England,  the  former 
home  of  the  first  postmaster,  Mr.  H.  Hartley.  Land  around  Hythe  was 
surveyed  for  homesteads  in  1909.  That  year  a group  of  white  settlers  came 
over  the  Edson  Trail  and  located  their  homes  between  the  present  townsite 
and  the  Beaverlodge  River. 

The  present  townsite  which  was  surveyed  in  1928,  is  located  about 
half  a mile  north  of  the  original  hamlet.  It  is  ideally  located,  having  just 
enough  slope  to  provide  proper  drainage.  The  settlers  moved  from  the  old 
location  of  the  new  townsite  after  the  completion  of  the  Edmonton  Dunvegan 
and  British  Columbia  Railway  in  December,  1929.  Hythe  was  the  railroad 
terminus  and  shipping  point  for  a large  area.  It  was  the  jumping  off  point 
for  land  seekers  and  quite  a boom  town  until  the  railway  was  extended  two 
years  later. 

Fire  practically  destroyed  the  village  three  times,  but  the  settlers 
were  optimistic  and  soon  rebuilt. 

Several  artesian  wells  were  drilled  on  the  new  townsite  and  excellent 
water  was  obtained  at  depths  between  150  and  200  feet. 

The  Happy  Valley  School  District  was  established  in  1914,  and  the 
name  was  changed  to  Hythe  School  District  No.  3194  in  1931.  It  was  included 
in  the  Grande  Prairie  School  Division  No.  14  on  January  1,  1949.  When  the 
County  of  Grande  Prairie  No.  1 was  established  on  January  1,  1951,  the  school 
district  was  automatically  absorbed. 

M.  J.  Light  supplied  D.C.  Electricity  from  1929  to  1931,  when  Canadian 
Utilities  Limited  obtained  a franchies  to  supply  the  village  with  light  and 
power. 

Hythe  was  incorporated  as  a village  on  August  31,  1929. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  Village  of  Hythe  is  built  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Beaverlodge 
valley;  it  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway  and  half 
a mile  further  west  is  the  Beaverlodge  River.  The  valley  is  broad  and  shallow, 
the  land  is  slightly  rolling  parkland. 

The  wide,  curbed  streets  are  gravelled,  with  trees  lining  the  boule- 
vards. Main  streets  are  100  feet  wide  and  residential  streets  are  66  feet 
wide.  Local  residents  take  pride  in  their  gardens,  which  provide  many 
varieties  of  vegetables  and  small  fruits. 


Excellent  Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Hythe. 
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For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  hunting  for  ducks,  geese  and  upland 
game  birds.  Big  game  such  as  bear,  deer,  moose  and  elk  provide  good 
hunting  south  and  west  of  the  village.  Game  fish  are  plentiful  in  the  sur- 
rounding creeks  and  rivers. 


During  the  last  few  years,  an  average  of  three  houses  have  been 
built  per  year.  A four  room  house  rents  for  approximately  $50.00  per  month. 
About  90%  of  the  homes  are  owner-occupied. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  village  is  governed  by  a five  man  council.  One  member  is  elected 
each  year  to  act  as  mayor.  Two  members  are  elected  for  a three  year  term., 
two  elected  for  a two  year  term  and  one  elected  each  year  for  a one  year 
term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  village  in  accor- 
dance with  the  policies  set  by  the  council. 


10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  village  hires  one  police  constable. 


Visiting  Police  Magistrate. 


Two  R.C.M.P.  constables,  stationed  at  Beaverlodge  police  the  highway 
and  rural  area. 

Building  Regulations  - The  National  Building  Code  is  followed  for 
construction.  Plans  for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of 
buildings  must  be  approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Health  Regulations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  twelve  volunteer  firemen. 
There  is  also  a Civil  Defense  Unit  consisting  of  15  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1955  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  300  gallon  tank,  one  portable  pump, 
2,500  feet  of  2^2  inch  hose,  1,000  feet  of  1^  inch  hose,  extension  and  roof 
ladders,  axes,  crowbars,  boots,  coats,  etc. 


Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  artesian  wells  and  pumped  into  a 50,000 
gallon  reservoir.  , 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1963  Net  Assessment 

Land  and  Improvements  $636,920 

Power  9,910 


Total  Assessment 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital 
29  27  7 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  village  - 122.5  acres. 
Streets  and  roads  - 14  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 10  acres. 
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$646,830 


Total 
63  mills 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Asphalt 

Gravel  Improved  Earth 

Total 

Provincial  Main  1 

1 

Roads  and  streets 

2 

2 

Lanes 

2 

2 

Total  miles  5 

There  are  approximately  3.75  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 3 miles. 

Water  mains  - nil. 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Cana- 
dian Utilities  Ltd. 


One  of  four  churches  which  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  Hythe. 
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Domestic  Rotes 

First  10  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $1.60. 

Next  25  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  100  KWH  used  per  month  - 4c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  - $1.60. 

The  above  net  rate  applies  only  when  bills  are  paid  within  15  days 
from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  being  the  above  net 
rate  plus  5 percent  applies. 


Commercial  Rate 

Demand  Charge: 

First  KW  of  connected  load  - 85c. 

All  additional  KW  of  connected  load  - 50c  per  KW. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 8c  per  KWH. 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 7c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - The  demand  charge  but  not  less  than  $1.60. 

The  above  net  rates  apply  when  bills  are  paid  within  15  days  of  the 
date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  being  the  above  net  rate  plus 
5 percent  applies. 


Power  Rate 

Demand  charge  - $1.00  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  of  connected  load. 

Energy  charge: 

First  25  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  of  connected 
load  - 7c  per  KWH. 

Next  25  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  of  connected 
load  - 5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  of  connected 
load  - 4c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP,  KW  or  KVA  of  connected 
load  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - The  demand  charge  but  not  less  than 
$2.00  per  meter. 


The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  when  bills  are  paid  within  15  days 
from  the  date  thereof.  When  not  so  paid,  the  gross  rate  being  the  above  net 
rate  plus  5 percent  applies. 

16.  WATER 

Excellent  soft  water  is  obtained  from  artesian  wells  that  vary  in  depth 
from  150  to  200  feet.  The  majority  of  the  home  owners  have  their  own  wells. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids 

Ignition  Loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Nitrites 

, Nitrates 

Iron 

Fluorine 
Remarks 


Parts  per  Million 

754 

34 

40 

nil 

8 

680 


nil 

nil 

.1 

1.1 


- This  water  contains  48.2  grains  per  gallon  of  soda.  Chemically  suitable 
but  soda  content  will  corrode  aluminum  and  is  unsuitable  for  plants. 
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17.  GAS 

Not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 18c  per  gallon. 

No  storage  tanks  located  in  the  village. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Winter  grade  - 21c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 21c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 18,000  gallons. 


20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Drumheller,  Tofield  and  Edmonton  fields. 

Prices  Per  Ton 


Location  of  Mine 

b.t.u.'s  per  lb. 

Lump 

Egg 

Stoker 

Drumheller 

11,000 

$18.50 

$16.00 

$15.00 

Edmonton 

9,600 

$16.50 

$14.50 

$14.00 

Tofield 

8,340 

$16.50 

$14.50 

$14.00 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  forage  crops,  grass  seeds,  horses,  cattle, 
sheep,  hogs,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  honey,  lumber,  sand  and 
gravel,  gas  within  20  miles  of  the  village. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Alberta  Treasury  Branch  Agency. 
Municipal 


Village  Office  housing  Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Police 
Department,  Fire  Hall. 


The  village  is  proud  of  its  modern  schools. 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Hythe  Municipal  Hospital  is  a unit  of  the  Grande  Prairie  County 
Hospital  District  No.  14.  There  are  10  beds  in  the  hospital.  The  staff  consists 
of  a matron,  one  graduate  nurse  and  three  nursing  aides. 

Public  Ward  Rates 

Residents  - $1.50;  Non-Residents  - $11.00. 

Other  Health  Facilities 

One  doctor.  The  Grande  Prairie  Health  Unit  visits  Hythe  monthly, 
examining  pre-school  and  school  children. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Notary  Public  2 

Barber  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  - twice  weekly  between  Edmonton  and 
Dawson  Creek  via  Hythe. 

Canadian  Coachways  Ltd.  - three  buses  each  way  daily  between 
Edmonton  and  Dawson  Creek  via  Hythe. 

Truck  - daily  service  between  Grande  Prairie  and  Edmonton. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Nil. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Northern  Alberta  Railway  Telegraphs, 
Post  Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Grande  Prairie  (CFGP). 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Alberta  Treasury  Branch  Agency. 

29.  HOTELS 

No  of  Rooms  Rates  Licensed 

Hythe  25  2.00  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil. 

Alberta  Government  Park  campsite. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Gospel  Mission,  Roman  Catholic,  United. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Eastern  Star,  Royal  Purple,  I.O.D.E.,  Board  of  Trade,  Cana- 
dian Legion,  Elks,  Women's  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Athletic  Association,  Church  Women's 
Auxiliary. 
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34.  EDUCATION 

The  Hythe  School  District  No.  3194  is  a unit  of  the  County  of  Grande 
Prairie  No.  1.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Art,  Music,  Drama,  Home  Economics  and  Shop. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 

1 

- 6 

8 

213 

Junior  High 

7 - 

9 

3 

96 

High 

10  • 

- 12 

4 

88 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Jubilee  Hall 

200 

yes 

yes 

Masonic  Hall 

80 

platform 

organ 

Memorial  Arena 

2,000 

no 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

50 

no 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Canadian  Legion  sponsors  the  Public 
Library.  It  is  supported  by  the  Legion,  Provincial  Government  Grant  and  mem- 
bership fees.  The  Library  is  open  from  September  until  June  on  Saturdays 
from  3 to  5 p.m.  There  are  approximately  1,800  volumes  in  the  library. 

Other  Activities 

Four  piece  orchestra,  music  teacher,  drama  and  art  at  the  school. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Cubs,  Sea  Cadets,  4-H  Club. 

Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  Explorers,  4-H  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior),  softball  (women's  and  men's),  hockey 
(senior  and  junior),  curling. 

Facilities 

Covered  arena  for  hockey  and  skating  (seating  capacity  2,000),  covered 
curling  rink,  2 sheets  natural  ice,  school  grounds,  association  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

One  day  annual  sports  event. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Co-op  Farm  Machinery 
Distributor,  U.F.A.  Oil  Distributor. 
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42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auctioneer  

1 

— 

— 

— 

General  Stores  

4 



_ 

4 

Grocery  Stores  

3 

— 

— 

3 

Bank  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Barber  Shop  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hardware  Stores  

3 

— 

— 

3 

Battery  Shop  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hotel  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butcher  Shop  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Blacksmith  

1 

1 



1 

Implements  (farm)  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Bowling  Alley  

1 

— 

Insurance  and 

Building  Contractor  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Real  Estate  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cartage  Delivery  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lumber  Yard  

1 

— 

1 

r 

Clothing  (women's 

Music  Teacher  

1 

— 



and  children’s)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Notary  Public  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Coal  Dealers  

2 



2 

2 

Oil  Distributors  

3 



3 

i 

Cold  Storage  Locker  .... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Painter  & Decorator  .... 

1 







Doctor  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pool  Room  

1 







Dry  Cleaners  

4 calling 

Planing  Mills  

2 

2 

2 

— 

Electrical  Appliances  .. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Restaurants  

4 

__ 





Feed  & Fertilizer 
Garages  and 
Service  Stations 
Grain  Elevators 


1 — — 1 

4 — — 4 

6 (Total  cap. 
415,000  bus.) 


Shoe  Repairs  .. 

Transport  

Welding  and 
Machine  Shop 


1 

1 

1 
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43.  SITES 

Residential  and  industrial  sites  are  available  at  reasonable  prices  from 
private  owners. 


44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  first  industry  in  the  district  was  fur  trapping  and  trading;  then 
came  farming  and  lumbering.  During  the  last  few  years,  considerable  acre- 
age has  been  devoted  to  forage  crops,  which  were  harvested  for  fodder  and 
seed. 


Cattle  raising  is  important  in  the  area,  approximately  45%  of  farm 
cash  income  comes  from  this  source.  Grain  receipts  account  for  27  percent, 
hogs  14  percent,  dairying  12  percent  and  4 percent  comes  from  miscellaneous 
items. 

There  are  two  planing  mills  in  the  district.  The  annual  production  of 
one  is  around  7 million  board  feet  of  lumber  and  30  thousand  railroad  ties. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 20  miles. 

West  - 17  miles. 

South  - 5 miles. 

East  - 16  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 3,527. 

Village  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 499. 
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